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Association gives North
American update
At the TETRA Association press
conference yesterday, Chairman
Phil Godfrey gave an update on
the progress of TETRA technology
acceptance by the US
and Canada. Users in
these countries have so
far been unable to ac-
cess TETRA technology
and the Association has
been working hard to
resolve the technical
and regulatory issues
that are currently inhi-
biting TETRA from being used
there. These are mostly to do
with the specifications that these
countries use for type approval.
Unlike the rest of the world that
uses an adjacent channel power
specification, the US and Canada
require a transmitter to fit inside
a mask which was created a long
time ago for analogue transmit-
ters.

Following discussions with the
FCC, the Association applied for a
waiver to these existing rules.

This waiver application included
a detailed technical analysis sho-
wing why TETRA would be a good
neighbour to other technologies

and the application
was put out by the FCC
to public consultation.
No technical arguments
were made against
the waiver. Phil Kidner
and Board member
Roger Dowling met
with the FCC last week
to review progress. 

“We are hopeful of a positive
outcome in the near future,” said
Phil Godfrey. “The Canadian regu-
lator also seems to be quite well
disposed towards accepting
TETRA in Canada. They do not
have a waiver process similar to
the US and so they are looking at
either a new mask or adopting
the European system of Adjacent
Channel Power specifications. In-
dustry Canada too are hopeful
that this will be resolved fairly
quickly.” 

Rohill joins PMR network
integration initiative
Rohill Technologies B.V. has joined
the European funded project 
“Heterogeneous Networks for
Public Safety” (HNPS) with the

objective to develop solutions en-
abling the cooperation of public
safety agencies across organisa-
tions and national borders. In 
addition, together with the Uni-
versity of Twente in The Nether-
lands, solutions are developed to
provide PMR functionality over
mobile IP broadband networks
such as WiMAX and LTE.

Existing members of the HNPS
consortium include Alcatel-Lucent,
EADS, Thales and Telefonica, plus
a number of SMEs as well as re-
search institutes.

The goal of HNPS is to develop
a heterogeneous network con-
cept for future European Public
Safety communications. This will
be based on the integration of
different networks, including ad
hoc deployable systems. The 
project focuses on the integra-
tion of existing communication

systems including private mobile
radio systems such as TETRA and
TETRAPOL and broadband techno-
logies such as meshed WiFi,
WiMAX and LTE.

HNPS will allow for the rapid
integration of available commu-
nication resources in the event of
crisis or disaster. It will allow the
optimisation of resource alloca-
tion to support the daily opera -
tions of public safety agencies,
and will provide those agencies
with a set of advanced digital
services required for effective
operations.

For more information on the
HNPS project, please see
www.hnps.eu. Information on
the On-Demand Intelligent Net-
work Interface (ODINI) open 
specification initiative from Ro-
hill, which is brought in the HNPS
project as a middleware solution
for the integration of PMR net-
works, can be found on the 
website www.odini.org. Rohill
can be found on Stand A101.

Phil Godfrey, TETRA
Association Chairman

Snapshot of the TETRA World Congress 2010





| 76 |

TETRA safeguards giant pipeline project
It’s the world’s longest oil pipe-
line, running for thousands of 
kilometres through some of the
remotest regions with the hars-
hest weather conditions. Despite
the huge challenges, EADS TETRA
is proving to be a reliable and
cost-effective way for pipeline
operators to stay in touch.

TETRA communications from
EADS are keeping people in
touch along the length of the
world’s largest oil pipeline pro-
ject, which will eventually run
for 5,700 km, from eastern Sibe-
ria to the Pacific Ocean. Each
TETRA radio delivers data and
voice communications with col-
leagues out in the field and ope-
rators at stations positioned
along the route. 

The pipeline project, known as
VSTO, is being managed by Trans-
nefstroy. It will eventually pass
from Taishet, via Kazachinskoye
and Skovorodino to Kozmino, 
although only the first leg is 
currently complete. The design
throughput capacity of the first
stage of VSTO is 30 million tonnes

per annum, and the pipeline is
expected to move around half
that during 2010. Construction of
the second leg is underway and
recently accelerated to a rate of
2km per day. There are almost
900 km to go before the project
reaches stage three.

Environmental considerations
are extremely important to stake -
holders in the VSTO project – in
fact, the original route was alte-
red in response to environmental
concerns. The TETRA network will

DAMM and Sepura clinch
Australia’s Gorgon Project
DAMM’s TetraFlex® solution has
been chosen by Chevron Australia
to provide the communications
system for the Gorgon Project in
Western Australia, one of the
world’s largest natural gas (LNG)
projects and the largest single 
resource of natural gas in Austra-
lia’s history. It contains about 40
trillion cubic feet of LNG – enough
to power a city of a million people
for 800 years.

With more than 50 carriers,
the project is the largest private
TETRA network in Australia to
date, and includes telecommuni-
cations on the Barrow Island
with links to the mainland inclu-
ding to the city of Perth. 

The TetraFlex® system will inte -
grate to on-site AVL/APL, dispatch

consoles, IP telephony and alarm
monitoring systems. All equip-
ment is to be installed, commis-
sioned and maintained through
DAMM’s partner; GMG Solutions
Ltd. Pty, Australia.

ComGroup, Sepura’s Australian
partner, has
won the com-
petitive tender
for the deli-
very of TETRA
terminals to
the Gorgon
network. Over
500 Sepura
TETRA hand-
portable and
mobile radios –
including vehi-
cle, fixed and
marine termi-
nals – were se-
lected to fulfil
this project’s
c h a l l e n g i n g
communication requirements.
Doug Bowden, Business Develop-

ment Manager
for Sepura
commented:
“This contract
win by Com-
Group is a 
t remendous

opportunity for Sepura. With ana-
lysts forecasting a dramatic surge

in gas exports over the next six
years, nearly doubling by 2014 –
2015, and with about A$215bn
of LNG projects in the develop-
ment pipeline – including A$65bn
already approved – this success
provides a great boost and an
amazing case study for TETRA
technology.” 

Don’t miss …
Congress Stream B – 
Energy and Industry

14.30 today

Don’t miss …
12.20 today – Plenary session:
Achieving Interoperability, ISI 
and Cross-Agency Cooperation

The Gorgon Project – the largest single resource of natural
gas in Australia's history. Pictures courtesy of Sepura.
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Recording
success
Verint Systems has announced
the completion of integration 
testing of its public safety Audio-
log® recording software with 
Motorola’s Dimetra IP radio sys-
tem. Audiolog makes recorded
voice, dispatch console screens
and associated data readily ac-
cessible to call handlers, dispat-
chers and supervisors. It also
provides, through the relations-
hip with Motorola, the ability to
record all call types and receive
metadata on recorded transmis -
sions. Visit Verint on Stand D311.

therefore help monitor any inci-
dents that may occur and limit
the consequences of any leak
along the route.

With TETRA, operators can ar-
range conference calls between
the pipeline stations at the push
of a button. They work a rolling
shift pattern and keep detailed
logs to ensure that whoever is on
duty has access to all the latest
information. More than 100 base
stations will run the length of 
the pipeline. The handheld ter-
minals used in the field also
have to comply with oil-industry
specifications for working in 
potentially hazardous areas. In-
trinsically safe THR880i Ex units
were therefore chosen.

Tonight at Singapore Zoo –
have a great time!




